BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


Vol. IV November 15, 1936 No. 22 


(We are including all the 1937 titles through January 15th, that have been received 
to date, for, vague as Spring plans are, the wheels are in motion. Note Naked 7o 
Laughter (Doubleday, Doran) the new Dorothy wcCleary, whose Not For Heaven was a 
prize-winner last year; Constance W. Dodge's Graham of Claverhouse (Covici Friede) 
which is cloak and sword romance at its best; Roger Vercel's Salvage (Harper) an ex- 
citing and tragic story of the sea; and a new volume of the Saint's exploits, 
Thieves’ Picnic by Leslie Charteris (Doubleday, Doran). 


PROELEMATICAL &00KS - Fiction / 


vA 
January 4, 1937 ) / 
V/ 
Gibbs, Philip CITIES OF REFUGE Doubleday, Doran 
The story of the search for asylum by Russian emigres, Jewish outcasts, 

and others as portrayed in the interwoven lives of a large cast of characters. From 
Russia, the Markov family flees to Turkey, Austria, Germany, France, the United 
States and finally England, where hope of tolerance and security is equally uncertain. 
With actual contemporary figures in the background, the story takes on a reporter's P 
angle and it is, in novel form, a plea for cessation of fear and intemperate measures. 
Smoothly told -— for the anti-militaristic audience. $2.50 


Y 


McCleary, Dorothy NAKED TO LAUGHTER Doubleday, Doran 


* Ma Bostwick, the central character of Not for //eaven, had a certain def- 

inite appeal, but Ruby Shreve, small town milliner, and her driving insistence on 

her own way of life and her undevious methods of getting what she wanted, does not 
commend herself to as wide an audience. Her relations with the women who work for 

her, with the traveling salesman, Max, and the man she wants, Herman, are all clear- 
cut, the small town atmosphere well done —- but Ruby is more in the category of 

Scarlett O'Hara, whose love does not open her eyes to emotional shadings, whose 

business ability is no indication of intelligence in mental adjustments. Very di- / 
rect story telling and characterization. $2.00 y : 


/ 
- 


Smith, Lady Eleanor PORTRAIT OF A LADY JV Doubleday, Doran 

A good yarn, adroitly spun, with authentic background, in the story of 
the daughter of an adventuress, who, in spite of the liabilities of her beauty and 
continental upbringing, her failure as a governess, her affair with an actor which 
carries her to the depths of the theatrical profession, is able, when her marriage 
to an old nobleman is threatened, to find a new basis on which to build their life F 
together. Market: women and better type rental libraries. $2.50 V 


January 5 


Dodge, Constance W. GRAHAM OF CLAVERHOUSE Covici, Friede 


* x Suggesting in theme, although set in a different period, The Clansmen by 
Ethel Boileau, this is far and away a better tale. The time 1677 and following, 
when the stiff-necked Scots fight the government in its efforts to enforce religious 
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conformity along lines at odds with all they had fought and bled for. A virile and 
well paced panorama, leaving a vivid impression of the conflict that divided famil- 
ies, separated lovers. The tempestuous career of John Graham, of Claverhouse, leader 
of one of the numerous revolts, is humanly pictured and an heroic figure emerges. 
His ruthlessness, his somewhat sadistic taste for vengeance, so much a part of his 
time, his relentless pursuit of duty and his conception of honour, his constant un- 
deviating love and his rare loyalty and rarer gentleness are real, as is the figure 
of his loyal follower, Allastair. Their double romance, their adventures in war and 
strife are full of interest, and the central themes and characters are not obscured 
by the confusion of the period. Good romance, good adventure, good history, a good 
"hero tale" of which there are too few. $2.50 


January 5 


Vercel, Roger SALVAGE Harper 


* The Goncourt Prize winner of 1934 tells the story of a sea captain and his 
salvage boat on the coast of Brittany. The sea and its inescapable power over the 
men; the men, inarticulate Titans, bound to their boat and the ocean; the women, 
whether wife or harlot, constant and stoic. The salvage job is exciting; the cap- 
tain and his dying wife provide a tragic story; the characterizations are well de- 


veloped; the style vigorous and moving. And a smooth piece of translation, ¢2.50 
January 15 ea 
Ayres, Ruby Vv. HIGH NOON Doubleday, Doran 


A far-too prolonged love wends its way through the story of Heather's de- 
votion to Bruce and her demanding family of six younger brothers and sisters. Of 
course Bruce slips through her fingers, but she een him back. Net much to redeem 
this. $2.00 

os ae a | 

Mosley, Leonard O. SO I KILLED HER . | Doubleday, Doran 

The confession of a jealous, cruel husband who deludes himself into be- 
lieving his wife has deceived him and who arranges that the suspected lover shall 
die for the murder of the wife. The husband plots the murder as carefully as one 
of his own novels, is free of suspicion, and, as the lover is executed, learns his 
suspicions are unfounded. A well sustained study of a warped mind and interesting 
as a first novel. For those who liked Iles'Before the Fact,etc. LCouble sale in 
mystery-horror section. $2.00 


v 


ri 


Spadoni, Adriana NOT ALL RIVERS “ / Doubleday, Doran 


With the impact of many situations and personalities on her life, the 
story of Rhoda Townsend mirrors the questioning and unrest of current life. Deter- 
mined not to follow in her mother's footsteps, khoda gets to college, marries a 
professor there and, in attempting to help him, sends him into another woman's arms. 
Her divorce from him sends her out into the world where jobe, people, strikes and 
problems of all sorts confront her and her second marriage is eventually resolved 
onto a successful basis. California background. For women readers who want solid 





fare. » i. eee ¢2.50 
J i*< NT eel 
J antery—)o—— a 
Brand, Millen THE OUTWARD ROOM = fan BOP Simon & Schuster 
' Psychiatry fictionized in the story of a manic depressive, who, emotion- 
ally blocked at the death of her brother, to whom she has been too closely tied, 


feels she, too, has died. Treated by Freudian precepts, escaping from the hospital, 
she goes to New York, meets and lives with a fine simple understanding man but never 
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tern does not seem to make a satisfying novel. Ferhaps there might be a market for 
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feels completely freed of her psychosis. Suspense is maintained with the threat of 
another attack and its outcome. While there is a feeling that the characters have 
been sacrificed to the thesis, the writing is often effective, and, though psycho- 
analysis, per se, is interesting (and also controversial) an entirely Freudian pat=- 


it in the Private Worlds audience. ) $2.50 


MYSTERIES ANC WESTERNS 


January 2 


Carmack, Jesse Title to be announced Stokes 


Southern small town scene fcr the murder of a trouble-making female and a 
mysterious chauffeur, involving stclen naval plans, a little scandal and a solution, 
not too satisfactory, by a brawny sleuth. ¢2.00 


Charteris, Leslie THIEVES' PICNIC Doubleday, Doran 
e% Perhaps we are oOver-loyal, but the Saint is one of our favorites and his 
new adventures, double-crossing jewel thieves, are well up to par. We hope devotees 
will find the Canary Islands background as amusing as we did. $2.00 
— 
uvalany, 
Field, Peter HONFING MESA Morrow 


A >vronco-buster wants to settle down but events pile up on him, a kid- 
naping, a crooked foreman, and, with a stage-robber for an ally, he shoots his way 


out of trouble, avenges his father's death - and gets the girl. $2.00 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE D. A. CALLS IT MURDER Morrow 
* And in so doing, almost loses his recently won job. Selby, while not the 
whirlwind that Perry Mason has been, is a good new character and his solution of a 
most mysterious death is accompaniea by plenty of action. ¢2.00 
Stagge, Jonathan THE DOGS DO BARK \/ Doubleday, Doran 

The Kenmore Hunt Club is involved in a horrid murder and a doctor is the 
amateur Holmes. Good entertainment. ¢2.00 V 

Pe 
January 15 f 
V 

de Laguna, Frederica THE ARROW POINTS TO MURDER Doubleday, Doran 

Two deaths in the New York Academy of Natural Sciences, and an amateur de- 
tective gets on the wrong track but emerges successful. The scientists in their Pe: 
various departments make for lots of confusion. Good solid fare. $2,00 \ 
Hale, Christopher STORMY NIGHT he Doubleday, Doran / 

Good average crime reading in two murders in Riverdale and unpretentious a 
Lieutenant French works smartly to a solution. Well paced. ¢2.00 

oF 

Haycox, Ernest TROUBLE SHOOTER J Doubleday, Doran 





Western in its shootings and bad men, this is also the story of the race 
of the Union Pacific to beat the Central Pacific in completing its road. A good 
picture of the 1868 push and Peace's efforts to make the Union Pacific the winner. 







r 
¢2.00 \/ 
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Too Late To Be Reported In An Earlier Bulletin ¢ 
November 15 £ 
Lernet-Holenia, Alexander THE GLORY IS DEPARTED Harper 


Adventure-romance and a war story with a different angle: an ensign and his 
regiment, when the mercenaries rebelled and the officers were compelled to command 
the German sector of the army to fire on the mutineers and their own men. Culmin- 
ates with the armistice and the downfall of the ‘onarchy. Good reading that is not 
of the horror or folly of war. $z.50 


November 24 


Armfield, Eugene WHERE THE WEAK GROW STRONG Covici, Friede 


* The composite picture of a North Carolina town for a short period during 
1912, filled with people, and incidents in their lives: not a continuous story but 
a crowded canvas that, for all its teeming assembly, does not grow confused. The 
town is the hero and heroine, the adventure and the romance, the reality and the 
shame - the lives of its inhabitants make it live. An interesting, absorbing piece 
of writing; a first novel by a P W associate editor well worthy of notice. $2.50 


: 


December 29 


Jacob, Naomi BARREN METAL Macmillan 
Another Jewish chronicle in the conflict of Pardo's lust for money and 
power and his attempt to identify himself completely with his adopted land, and his F 


wife's growing unhappiness in wealth and her endeavors to find happiness within the 
family. Pardots death frees her for the way of life she so desires. The Jewish 
fundamental loyalty, honesty and problems in an alien world are given with under- 
standing and sympathy. $2.50 


Mysteries 


November 15 
Carr, John CLickson THE MURDER OF SIR EDMUND GODFREY Harper 


Based on an unsolved historical crime, your connoisseurs of murder will 
be delighted with the careful re-creation of the way in which Godfrey's death was 
linked to the Popish plot and the 12 solutions available together with the author's 
own suggestions. A good wit-sharpener. $3.00 


Lecember 1 


Phillpotts, Eden THE ANNIVERSARY MURDER Cutton 
An over-proud and blindly egotistical doctor explains the steps that led 
him to murder - is never suspected - and has his eyes opened to his perverted sense 
of values too late. Solid fare. $2.00 
Fitzsimmons, Cortland THE WHISPERING WINDOW Stokes 





For those who have not had their fill of spinster detectives, Miss Ethel 
Thomas will be a new addition to their gallery. Four murders in a department store, 
solved in 24 hours by a dauntless amateur. Romps right along. $2.00 
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PROELEMATICAL BOOKS - Won Fiction 


(Received Joo Late for an karlier Tssue) 


November 4 


Bowman, Heath & Dickinson, Stirling willettClark 
WESTWARD FROM RIO 


Mextcan Odyssey by the same authors was a dark horse success last year, 
and this new book is a good follcw-up. From Rio de Janeiro to the West Coast, cov- 
ering 6,500 miles by every conceivable means, crossing Brazil, Bolivia and Peru, 
Staying with all sorts of people and at all sorts of places, talking polities, inter 
national affairs, local gossip, their six months’ jaunt across South America is a 
voyaie of personal discovery and their appreciative reception of new places, new 
faces, new ways, gives a fresh flavor to this travel book. With 100 block prints. 

$3.00 


Carnegie, Dale HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE Simon & Schuster 


How to succeed either in business or social relationships. Nothing very 
challenging, but "horse-sense" for those deficient in adaptability. Anecdotes help 
its readability and summaries of the principles proposed aid the forgetful. For the 
Dorothea Brande market. $2. OC 


November 5 


Singer, Caroline & HALF THE WORLD IS ISFAHAN Oxford 
Baldridge, Cyrus LeRoy 


Modern Persia on view in pictures and text. Caroline Singer reports their 
trip exceedingly well, contrasting the old and the new, describing their experiences 
with quiet charm, giving lots of new information about Persia of today; Baldridge 
illustrate profusely, colorfully and appealingly - and the result is a handsome 
travel-book that would make a welcome gift. $5.00 


November 17 


Anonymous WAKE UP ALONE AND LIKE IT Macaulay 


A parody on Live Alone And Like [t, lake Up And Live and psychological 
self-help books which has its moments of successful spoofing. A bit on the bawdy 
side, but the burlesque is fun. For the Bed Manners - Bedside Companion market. 
Good for a plus sale. [Illustrated by Milton Gropper. $1.49 


November 18 


Baehr, Henry W. Jr. THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE SINCE THE CIVIL WAR Dodd, Mead 


The life story of a great newspaper from its origin to the present day. 
Greeley, as the founder, plays a large part in the story; the men important in its 
evolution; the changes in policy; rich detail of members of the staff, past and 
present. For journalism classes - or even history sections - but the appeal for 
the general public is somewhat limited to those interested in Americana, or New 
York background. In style and treatment very similar to Fosebault's When Dana Was 
The Sun. Illustrated. $3.00 


Langdon-Davies, John A SHORT HISTORY OF THE FUTURE Codd, Mead 


Plainly impatient with the present era, the author charts the probable 
course of the next hundred years in man's evolution, which will be determined by out- 
side forces over which man has little control. Prophecies of mass sterilization, 
state managed birth control, intermingling of all the races, war and the horrors:. 
of the war of the future, the complete overthrow of democracy, dictatorship in the 
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United States, the final removal of war from things to be feared. For the general 
reader, presenting no difficulty for the layman, it offers many interesting side- 


lights on current events and trends. Controversial material but good reading. $2.50 : 
November 19 
Sheckell, ‘Thomas O. TREES Stokes 


A gitt book of beautiful photographs of American trees, for all garden, 
nature and camera enthusiasts. The running text cannot come up to the pictures, but 
that really doesn't matter - the pictures speak for themselves. $4.00 


November 20 


Announcing 


Shakespeare, William THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE Garden City 


Illustrated by Rockwell Kent, preface by Christopher Morley, one volume, 
Cambridge text, Temple notes, complete index, synopsis of the 37 plays, printed 
from the same plates as the $50.00 limited edition (Doubleday, Loran) a good buy 
at ¢3.95 


Whitney, Janet Payne ELIZABETH FRY, QUAKER HEROINE Little, Brown 


The life of a pioneer in new fields - Elizabeth, first a gay, then a plain 
Quaker, interested always in helping others, is led to the unspeakable horrors of 
Newgate Prison and becomes a moving factor in reforming those conditions; battles 
quietly against treatment of women aboard the convict ships; puts libraries in the 
ships and prisons, is received by royalty in England and abroad — and yet had time 
to be a loyal and loving wife and raise eleven children. 1780-1845 the period; 








England the scene; and an unusual subject for an interesting ~- if somewhat biassed - 
biography. For those interested in women's achievements. Look up your Quaker cus- 
tomers. Illustrated. $3.50 


November 24 


Announcing 


Bradley, Alice THE ALICE BRADLEY .MENU -COOK-BOOK Macmillan 
| The second volume of three mcnths' marketing and menu-building, with 
receipes: a good buy for the harried housewife. (See page 278) ¢1.50 


November 27 


Sass, Herbert Ravenel & A CAROLINA RICE PLANTATION OF THE FIFTIES Morrow 
Smith, D. E. Huger 
The Rice Coast, by Sass; A Flantation Boyhood, by Smith and 30 paintings 
in water-color by Alice R. Huger Smith combine to present a little remembered part 
of American history. Rice, the predecessor of Carolina's cotton and one of the de- 
cidins factors for plantation life, played an important part in the development of 
the South Carolina Low Country and its effects on the social and political life are 
here shown. Of local appeal and a good gift book for those interested in historic 
American homes and scenes. Regular edition $10.00 
75 copies - De luxe edition ¢30. 00 


December ?? 





Cheney, Sheldon & ART AND THE MACHUNE Whittlesey House 
Martha Candler 
History and background of industrial designing, Who's Who among the lead- 
ing lights, theory and principles, examples of achievements, and future. A New 
and little known field and this offers much information of interest to the layman 
as well as the artist and student. Illustrated. $3.75 
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Lecember 1 


THE LETTERS OF MRS. HENRY ADAMS Litttle, Brown 


*% A ready-made market for this with The Education of Henry Adams and The 
Letters of Henry Adams so thoroughly accepted ~ but even if there weren't, it could 
Stand on its own feet because the letters are full of intimate impressions, family 
affection, quiet humor and the likable personality of the author. One very youthful 
letter describing the Grand Review of the Army of the Potomac; then letters to her 
Father when the newly married couple made the Grand Tour from England to Egypt; when 
they made their second trip abroad and lived in England, France and Spain, and the 
final section when they lived in Washington. A Father interested in "our daily in- 
cidents" and a daughter lavishly supplying them - with observations that are amusing, 
intelligent and good reading - and you have a picture of the social life of the 
Adamses. Literally peppered with footnotes and appendices. Of wide interest his- 
torically and socially - but also should appeal because of its human and entertaining 
gualities. Illustrated. $5.00 ; 


Thoron, Ward ~ editor 


% 


Guptill, Arthur L. SKETCHING AS A HOBBY 


A how-to-do-and-enjcy book that discusses the elements of learnins to 
sketch, the media, methods and tricks of technique. For amateurs, students and 
teachers. A good item for the growing list of "hobby" books. Illustrated. $2.50 


Harper 


Van Doren, Carl - editor THE BORZOI READER Knopf 


To celebrate twenty-one years of publishing, comes this omnibus of fiction 
and non-fiction, including complete novels, essays, short stories, poetry, etc. 
that.. have been published by Knopf during that time. The impressive list of authors 
alone should make this a worthwhile investment. $3.50 


December 3 


Dunn, J. Allan - editor EXPLORERS' CLUB TALES Dodd, Mead 

An adventure symposium - the experiences of men who go to foreign lands 
for science, fun or profit, consequently packed with thrills from all corners of the 
globe and ineludes contributions from Amundsen, Ellsworth, Stefannson, Byrd, Lowell 
Thomas and many others. There are scme excerpts from previously published books but 
this is well-calculated for the general reader in its variety of tales. Something 
for men and older boys. Illustrated. $3.00 


Loveman, Amy I'M LOOKING FOR A BOOK Dodd, Mead 


An excellent reference book that lists outstanding and representative 
titles in many fields. An excellent help for a general reading guide, valuable for 
research and a boon to the individual as well as the hard-pressed librarian and 
women's clubs wanting suggestions for books along various lines. $2.00 


December 8 


Armstrong, Hamilton Fish WE OR THEY Macmillan 


"Two Worlds In Conflict" - a concise, rational discussion of the inter- 


national problem - the struggle between democracy and fascism, whose result cannot 
be a compromise. International solidification against fascist methods and concepts 
is advised, as is the prevention of war, together with a more alert universal mental 


mobilization. Thoughtful and foresighted. $1.50 


Note: A companion volume to last year's *our Hedges by Clare Leighton, has just been 
published by Macmillan, THROUGH THE WOODS, by H. E. Bates, with wood engravings by 
Agnes Miller Parker. Check your files for those who bought the former, for they will 
surely want this delightful account of English woods in all seasons. $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


STAGE DOOR (Doubleday, Doran) from 11/6 to 11/20 


SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE JEwS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
from 11/30 to 12/7 
THE HAUNTED OMNIBUS (Farrar & Rinehart) from 11/30 to 12/7 


THE RETURN OF THE WEED (Harper) from 11/5 to 11/17 
MAN'S WORLDLY GOOLDS (Harper) from 11/10 to 11/17 
ROSE DEEPROSE (Harper) from 10/15 to 1/5/37 

PLOUF (Harper) Price from $2.00 to $1.00 

POMPOM (Harper) Price from $2.00 to $1.00 

THE HUMAN COMEDY (Harper) from 10/15 to 1/5/37 


ST. HELENA (Lippincott) from 11/19 to 12/3 

BISHOP'S BIRDS (Lippincott) from 11/16 to 12/3 

MARIE TEMPEST (Lippincott) Price from $3.00 to $3.50; 
Final date is 1/28/37 


THE MAN WHO BUILT SAN FRANCISCO (Macmillan) Price from 
$3.00 to $3.50 


THE THEATRE GUILD ANTHOLOGY (Random House) from 10/29 to 12/2 
Von Meck & Bowen —- BELOVED FRIEND (Random House) 11/16 to 12/2 


THE ENJOYMENT OF LAUGHTER (Simon & Schuster) Price from 
$3.50 to $38.75 

THE WORLD AROUND US (Simon & Schuster) from 11/20 to 11/18 

NIJINSKY'S DIARY (Simon & Schuster) from 11/16 to 11/23 

MAIDEN CASTLE (Simon & Schuster) from 11/12 to 11/19 


THINK FOR YOURSELF (Whittlesey) from 11/9 to 1/11/37 
SQUASH RACKETS (Whittlesey) postponed to 1/11/37 


COLONIAL PERIOD OF AMERICAN HISTORY - Vol. 2 (Yale) 
from 11/20 to 12/1 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - DECEMBER Ist To 15th 


Nordhoff & Hall - THE BOUNTY TRILOGY (Little, Brown) 
Parker, Dorothy - NOT SO DEEP AS A WELL (Viking) 


Thoron, W. ~ THE LETTERS OF MRS, HENRY ADAMS (Little, Brown ) 


Van Doren, C. - THE BORZOI READER (Knopf) 


Von Meck & Bowen ~ BELOVED FRIEND (Random House) 








Calmer, E. - WHEN NIGHT DESCENDS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
4th Selection of The Discoverers 


Allingham, M. - SIX AGAINST SCOTLAND YARD (Coubleday, Doran) 


Reilly, H- - DEAD MAN CONTROL (LCoubleday, Doran) 
Wodehouse, FP. G.-— LAUGHING GAS (Doubleday, Doran) 
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Gessner,R.7XMi PY EEST. FRIENDS ARE JEWS (Farrar & Rinehart) 429 


Laing, Alex - ed. - THE HAUNTED OMNIBUS (Farrar & Rinehart) 


442 



























